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Watching our school come alive for this 
year 2010-11 is so exciting!  The teachers are already 
preparing classrooms, and supplies are arriving daily.  
We can hardly wait for the students to arrive!

Our school opening will see some changes:

•  Fr. Gordon Cook has received a new assignment 
from the Oblates as of September 1.   We will surely 
miss his presence with the children, and we are 
deeply grateful for the blessings his years at 
St. Augustine’s have brought.   Fr. Terry McNamara, 
OMI, will serve as administrator in the parish.  
(NB – Our first school Mass has been postponed 
to Tuesday, September 14 at 9:30.  More details 
further in this letter.)

•  We congratulate Mrs. Nancy Vales (formerly, 
Ms. Melo) on her marriage during the summer.  
Mrs. Vales will be teaching full time this year in 
Grade 5; Mrs. Bourassa is awaiting the birth of her 
baby, and will not be teaching this year.  She will be 
missed, and we look forward to her first visit with 
her new baby!  We welcome Ms. Teresa Alaric, who 
will teach French in her place.  We also welcome 
Ms Sarah Kinsella to her Grade 4 position.  Two new 
Educational Assistants will work with our students 
as well:  Ms. Khristine Siy and Ms. Sonja Nootebos.  
With the wealth of this talent, energy and enthusiasm, 
along with the faithful teachers and staff, we are off 
to a great start.
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• Our Kindergarten children will be attending for the
full school day this year.  Remember in the first two 
days, only half of the class will attend each day. 

Our school office is open this week; next week, the 
office will be open Monday, Thursday and Friday.  
On Tuesday and Wednesday, we will be away on our 
Staff Retreat

Schedule for the �rst week of school: 
Tuesday, Sept. 7
8:40 to 12:00  School opens.  All teachers will be 
outside to greet families.  School is dismissed at noon.  
It is a wonderful re-union time for parents, but we ask 
that you try to clear classrooms and corridors quickly 
so that teachers can begin their teaching time.

Wednesday, Sept. 8
Regular Wednesday dismissal at 2:00 pm

Thursday, Sept. 9
Regular school hours.  8:40 to 3:00 pm.  

As previously noted, no school Mass on that morning.  

7:00 – 9:00 pm   Mandatory Parent meeting:  
Annual General meeting, and Meet the Teacher night.  

Friday, Sept. 10
Regular school hours   8:40 to 3:00pm

Dear Parents, Students and Friends of St. Augustine School:

2010 - 2011
BE THE

GOOD NEWS
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Lunches:

As we did last year, the students will be following a 
play-first, then eat lunch school lunch hour.  Please pack a 
nutritious snack for morning recess.  We ask, too, as you 
consider purchasing school backpacks to downsize as 
much as possible.  Classroom storage space is at a 
premium, and we would prefer having more space for 
children and less space for a large backpacks.  

Uniform Store:

The uniform store will be open every day in the first week 
of school at the end of the school day.  After the first week, 
it will be open regular Friday hours from 2:30 to 3:30. 

Notices:

Your child will bring home notices on the first day includ-
ing a September school calendar to post on your fridge, a 
notice concerning Parent Teacher Conference day, a 
Volunteer Driver Registration form, an order form for 
Pizza lunches, and a shopping order form.  Please return 
forms and orders asap.  In general, our rule of thumb is to 
send notes electronically as much as possible, with an 
email note to be read or directing you to our school 
website: www.faithandfoundation.com   Anything which 
has a section to be returned to the school will be sent 
home in your child’s school bag.

Schedule for the second week of school: 
Tuesday, Sept. 14
First School Mass at 9:30

Wednesday, Sept. 15
Parent Teacher Conference day, with no classes for 
students on that day.

A few overarching considerations:

Safety:  

Parking and traffic congestion around the school 
requires the constant vigilance of parents, teachers and 
children.  We have a drop-off zone on 8th Avenue, where 
parents may not leave their cars parked.  Parking is also 
restricted on Arbutus.  If you wish to walk your child to 
or from the school, please park in the neighbourhood 
and be attentive to parking restrictions.  The City of 
Vancouver regularly patrols, tickets and tows vehicles in 
violation of the City parking regulations.  The safety of 
all children is our utmost concern!

School rules:  

Be on time. Be prepared. Do your best. Respect yourself 
and others.

As we try to reinforce these disciplines at school, we 
need your support so that children find consistency 
whether at school or home.   To accommodate family 
needs, we have supervision on the playground begin-
ning at 8:10. By making the effort to get to the school 
well before the 8:40 bell, it will pay huge rewards in your 
child’s day.   He/she will enter the classroom without the 
stress of rushing, and can settle readily into the school 
routine.  It helps us, too, if you have adjusted sleep 
schedules gradually so that your child will not be 
coming to school tired out.  Please stop now to consider 
your home routines so that we can work together for the 
best for your child.

This coming year, 2011, is the Parish/School Centennial 
year.  As we begin our school year, we are filled with 
gratitude for the many Sisters and lay people who have 
taught generations of children before us, and for the 
Oblate Fathers for their courageous work in establishing 
and sustaining the parish.  We aspire to continue their 
legacy of love for God lived out in service.  

Looking forward to seeing you soon

    C. Oberndorf 
     Principal 


