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Faith and Foundation reaches new level in fundraising

he campaign to build a new school
has raised more than $3.3 million in
donations and pledges, recently

topped off by a $100,000 gift from the
Sisters of St. Ann.

The matching fund, started at the
commencement of last year’s fall
campaign with eight parishoners donating
$230,000, has now been fully matched.

“The hard work is starting to pay off,” said
Lawrence Pillon, chair of Faith and
Foundation. “We’re now very close to
raising half of the funds needed for the
first phase of this project.”

Over the next few months, the campaign

will focus its efforts on reaching the
$4-million mark in order to take the next
big step — getting the approval of the
Diocese to commission detailed building
plans and to seek building permits from
the City.

“We’re kind of like the Vancouver
Canucks this year - building on one
achievement after another. The only
difference is that it won’t take us 40 years
to reach our goal, Pillon told the crowd
at this year’s Pass the Torch on April 9.

Parish meetings to discuss the feasibility
study and next steps will be held on
May 29.
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EaSter IEtter The “Community” of St. Augustine’s Parish

Did you ever wonder why here at St.
Augustine’s we name ourselves as “commu-
nity”? It seems like such a common
expression, and yet, if we more clearly
define it, there are challenges and blessings
held within its boundaries that can open
up our lives to new expressions of what it
means to belong to the Community of St.
Augustine’s.

Henri Nouwen, a renowned author,
respected professor and beloved pastor
was always searching for new images that
would “convey the depth of the good news
of the gospel message”. Belonging to a
community for Nouwen is an amazing
blessing in that community is the fruit of
our capacity to make the interests of others
more important than our own.
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During this Easter Season — the most holy
season in our Church year — we are all
called to new life — to reflect upon Jesus as
gift to us, to express our gratitude for the
gift of Faith that we embrace, and to give
expression to that gratitude in tangible
ways.

Within our Faith Community, one central
expression of our gratitude is found in our
Faith and Foundation Campaign. Over the
course of the past ten years, our Parish has
been blessed with the generosity of time
and treasure from a vast number of
parishioners, benefactors and friends who
who together see the interests of our youth
as more important than their own. Over
seven hundred donors have pledged their
support, their hope and their faith in this

604.736.4455 ext 231

amazing project.

This Easter Season, we ask — how might
you express or express again, your
gratitude for the gift of our Parish in its
100 years of serving the Community of St.
Augustine’s?

Would you consider our need as important
enough to bring us to the place where we
can begin to build our new school
complex? Over the next several weeks you
will learn more about what it will take to
break ground and how your gifts can
make a huge difference at this important
time of our campaign.

www.faithandfoundation.com
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Pass the Torch Lights Campaign

The 10th anniversary of Pass the Torch surpassed
expectations with an overflowing crowd of more

than 360 parents, friends and parish supporters.

We were honoured by special guests — Archbishop
Michael Miller, the Sisters of St. Ann, former Premier
Bill Vander Zalm, Premier Christy Clark, School
Superintendent Doug Lauson - and, of course,
received great news of the large donation from the
Sisters. We shared that our feasibility study was
completed and that more information about next steps
would be provided in a series of parish meetings at
the end of May, 2011. The evening was concluded with
a memorable performance by the “Blues Brothers”.

Since the inception of this campaign to build a new
school, Pass the Torch has raised funds to build our
school and finance our yearly operations. Last year,
this included funds required to hire architects to
complete our school feasibility study. We are indebted
to the dozens of volunteers who worked tirelessly for
months preparing this event, and in particular, to our
two co-chairs: Eileen Cervi and Clare Thomson.

You're Invited
on May 29th

On Sunday, May 29 information
meetings will be held after the 9am,
11am and 5pm masses in the parish
centre to the review the results of the
school feasibility study, phasing options
and implications for next steps in our
campaign. Representatives of the
building committee and other members
of the Faith and Foundation leadership
team will be on hand share the results
and answer your questions.
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Campaign Volunteer Profiles: The Original Cast

It was but a dream more than ten years ago
when a small group of parishoners
gathered at the request of Father John
Brioux to consider if a new school should
be built. One of the truly remarkable
attributes of this Campaign has been the
loyalty of its supporters and leaders. These
four individuals have been with us from
the start:

Marco Simcic has been a member of St.
Augustine's Parish since 1990 and a
member of the Campaign since its launch.
Marko is both an architect and artist,
working primarily in public art through
the mediums of sculpture and painting.

Catherine Oberndorfhas been principal
of St. Augustine for more than 20 years
and was the first person to ask Father
Brioux about the possibility of building
a new school. She’s been a member of
the leadership team from the beginning
and believes that when everyone works
together, giving of their time, talent
and treasure, that anything is possible.

Vic Vela is a former school parent with two
sons that attended the school. He has been
the first and only chair of the building
committee, putting more than 20 years

of experience in commercial real estate
financing to good use.

Nick Maile and his family have been
attending St. Augustine's Parish for

|

almost 15 years. All three of their children
have or are attending the school. Nick's
background as a structural engineer
came in handy when he completed a
seismic assessment of the current school
nearly ten years ago, which led to the
recommendation to proceed with a

new structure.

Marko Simcic, Catherine Oberndorf, Vic Vela and Nick Maile

Feasibility study completed

The school’s feasibility study has been
completed after a series of in-depth
discussions with the City of Vancouver to
identify issues related to the design,
zoning and traffic concerns surrounding a
phased construction of a new school.

“The results are very encouraging,” said
Vic Vela, building committee chair.
“Supported by these results we are
recommending that the new school is built
in two phases -- starting with the main
school building and completing the
gymnasium at a later date. We now have a
much better idea of what can be built,
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where it can be built on the property, and
what the phasing costs will be”

The study provides the parish with an
important reference point upon which to
make further decisions. The building
committee has a preliminary 28,000-
30,000 square foot design that will sit on
the lot and accommodates new govern-
ment requirements for a full kindergarten
class. “Parishoners and school parents will
be very pleased with the thoughtful
approach we've taken with the plans for the
first phase;” he said.

604.736.4455 ext 231

“The objective is very clear now. The
sooner we get to the $4 million mark, the
sooner we can take the next step,” said Vela.
He added that the building committee has
been actively communicating with the
Archdiocese for some time, keeping
officials apprised of all of these develop-
ments.

These results have also been discussed at
length with St. Augustine’s parish pastoral
council, the finance committee and the
parent education committee. “They have
given us their support to move forward to
the next stage and share this information
in greater detail with the parish,” said Vela.

www.faithandfoundation.com
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A Word from Father Terry McNamara, OMI

Dear parishioners and school parents:
These past several weeks have been a
time of grace and gratitude in our parish
community.

We have just experienced the highlight of
our Christian faith with Holy Week and

our Easter celebrations -- a time when
we receive new members to our faith and
when each of us are reminded of our
baptismal promises. So many parishio-
ners came together to create a prayerful
and inspiring Lenten season.

Likewise, I am humbled by the dedica-
tion of our campaign to build a new
school that is now reaching an important
milestone. So many of you have worked
so hard, for such a long time. It is
particularly gratifying that this effort has
such strong support in all parts of the
parish - those with and without children
in the school. It is a unifying force in our
community that reminds us that we are
doing the work of the Holy Spirit.
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Father Terry McNamara OMI
Pastor

Total Donations
and Pledges:  $ 3,345,310

Pledges Outstanding:  $ 402,192
Total Donors: 740
Total Gifts: 1489

Funds Received:  $ 2,943,118 *

* Faith and Foundation Campaign funds are held in a separate Parish/Archdiocesan account
for the sole purpose of building a new school at St. Augustine’s.

2010 Matching Fund:  $ 230,000
Funds Matched:  $ 230,000

Help us build our school.
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Sisters of St. Ann
Donate $100,000

Pass the Torch was the scene of a major
announcement by the Sisters of St. Ann
to make a significant gift to the school
campaign.

“The people of this parish believe they
can build a new school and thus
continue the exemplary work of
Christian education of the young
people of today and tomorrow. And so
do the Sisters of St. Ann....I feel
privileged to share the news on behalf
of the Sisters of St. Joseph’s Province
that will donate $100,000 to the Faith
and Foundation Campaign...Let’s
build a new school,” said Sister Sheila
Moss.

She was joined by six members of her
religious congregation for the festivi-
ties on April 9 at the Hellenic Centre.

The Sisters helped open St. Augustine
school with the Oblate Fathers in 1910
and taught here for the next 67 years.

Donation forms are available at the back of the church or contact
the Faith & Foundation office at 604 736 4455 ext. 231

www.faithandfoundation.com



