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2009 Sources of Revenue Campaign Donors

** Pass the Torch funds are used to finance Campaign activities; 
surplus funds are transferred into the Campaign fund in the following year.

Help us build our school.
Donation forms are available at the back of the church  or contact

the Faith & Foundation office at 604 736 4455  ext. 231  

Revenue Agency guidelines. The best 
practice for charitable organizations’ 
administrative costs can range between 25 
to 45%, with the charity netting the 
remainder of dollars raised. If we compare 
our performance at St. Augustine’s, we 
spent approximately 10% of our total 
donations/pledges on administration costs 
in 2009.

 5. What are the Campaign’s 
�nancial accountability practices?
We have accountability controls in place 
and we want to keep the community better 
informed about them. Our Faith and 
Foundation Steering Committee is 
accountable to the Parish through its 
Pastor, the Parish Finance Committee and 
the Parish Pastoral Council. We report on  
all of our activities, including financial 
matters. 

We also have a number of checks and 
balances in our donation management 
system between the Campaign, the Parish 
and the Archdiocese with donations 
receipted and accounted for according to 
Canada Revenue Agency guidelines. 
Finally, we are very conscious about the 

fact that we are handling sensitive donor 
information. This information is held in 
strict confidence with access limited to the 
very few people required to manage this 
work. In addition to being bound by 
privacy requirements of the Archdiocese, 
each person on the Campaign team with 
access to donor information has signed a 
confidentiality agreement. 

MAINTAINING ACCURACY
As part of the Campaign efforts to ensure 
financial accuracy, a major review of all 
pledges to the Faith and Foundation 
Campaign has been completed. Over the 
years, the Campaign has been asked to 
place a very small number (about 2%) 
of donor pledge commitments on hold 
for reasons of financial hardship and 
relocation.  In some cases, our donors 
have passed away.

  

We have now taken the additional step 
of identifying pledges that will not be 
collected, totaling $286,962. After more 
than eight years of fundraising, this 
represents less than 10% of funds 
raised/pledged. We understand that 
personal circumstances can change 
dramatically and are grateful to all  
individuals for the funds they were able 
to contribute towards the construction 
of a new school.

School Registration
$56,100

Parishioners (School Parents) 37%

Total 2009 Donations/Pledges: $420,424 Based on donations since Campaign start

Pass the Torch
$88,000

Parishioners 53%
Fall Campaign

$132,324
Other 9%

Other Donations/Pledges
$65,000

Students 1%

Interest Generated
$79,000

**

For more information
about anything contained 

in this report, please contact:

Lawrence Pillon  604-999-6713 
or Linda Arnold  604-736-4455



Feasibility study to be completed by early fall
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three months, we’ll get answers to 
important questions, including more 
accurate building costs, which will lay 
the groundwork for the next phase of 
our project.

All of this has happened thanks to some 
diligent work by Marko Simcic, Nick 
Maille, Linda Cormano and our greater 
Faith and Foundation committee. Your 
passionate and generous support, in 
particular, at this evening’s event which 
has been and continues to be a corner-
stone of our fundraising efforts, has 
allowed us all to get to where we are 
tonight. Year after year you’ve given 
generously and, honestly, it’s a big part 
of what’s kept our team’s morale high 
and our enthusiasm at the forefront. 
We have a great community and it’s good 
to know you can do all that while having 
a glass of wine!

I especially want to thank Father Gordon 
Cook for his support through a particu-
larly intense period of preparation that 
led up to this announcement. As a symbol 
of our eventual ground breaking 
ceremony, and the fact that I’m a safety 
first guy, I would like to present Father 
Cook with an honorary HARD HAT. 

Father, please be ready to use this hat 
because with support like we see here 
tonight and the feasibility study now 
under way, we are even closer to our goal.

Thank you all. Enjoy the evening.

The feasibility study examining whether building the new school in two stages fits with 
St. Augustine’s needs and the city of Vancouver's requirements will be completed by 
early fall.

The study undertaken by Acton Ostry will determine how much “we can build” given the 
cost and city regulations, said building committee chair Vic Vela.

The feasibility process involves discussions with the city of Vancouver and a series of 
meetings with the Building Committee, Fr. Cook and Catherine Oberndorf focusing on 
a few initial key issues such as traffic, planning, site/building layout and community 
engagement during the building process. The study will include how the St. Augustine’s 
community could potentially operate two buildings on the site during the construction 
and transition process.

“Phasing is practical. It makes sense and we believe is doable,” said Vela. The feasibility 
study will eventually help inform the Parish’s submission to the Diocese for subsequent 
approvals.

Vic Vela Announces... con’t

A Word from Father Cook, OMI
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ:

The Dr. Seuss story, ‘Horton Hatches the 
Egg,’ offers an important lesson for our 
community. The well-known story about 
an elephant named Horton begins with a 
lazy bird named Mayzie sitting on her 
egg in a tree and complaining about the 
boring nature of the job.

“I'd take a vacation, fly off for a rest if 
I could find someone to stay on my nest,” 
said Mayzie. That's when Horton walks 
by. Mayzie seizes the opportunity and 
asks Horton if he would sit on her egg so 
she can rest. Horton objects at first, but 
Mayzie promises that she won't be gone 
long. Horton finally agrees - and Mayzie 
flies off to Florida for a vacation. “I'll stay 
on this egg and I won't let it freeze,” 
Horton said with a sneeze. “I meant what 
I said and I said what I meant. An 
elephant is faithful, 100 per cent.”

Now, I don't know if elephants are 
faithful 100 per cent or not, but I know 
who is - our St. Augustine’s Parish and 
School community. For more than eight 
years, you have been faithfully raising 
money, using your talents and time to 
build a new school. It is gratifying to see 
more and more parishioners, even those 

who do not have 
children in the 
School, be so 
involved in the 
desire to build a 
new school for 
our future 
children.

As I walk around 
the school, visit 

the classrooms, chat with the children, 
and watch them play, I feel a deep sense 
of well-being, love, care for one another 
and happiness in our school. Sure, there 
are a few bumps and grinds - but always 
in a wonderful environment. The other 
day a Grade 2 boy hurt himself, but 
within minutes two Grade 7 students 
were there to help him. In May, the Grade 
2 children asked me the date of Confir-
mation because they wanted to be there. 
It is also so good to see the parents 
around the school and in the hallways. 
This is a school where I feel everyone is 
family and there to help one another.

Yes, we still have a ways to go in building 
our school but let us, like Horton, say, 
“I meant what I said and I said what I 
meant” - I'll be faithful to help build 
a new school, 100 per cent.

Thank you for being 100 per cent faithful!  
Your dedication and devotion are paying 
off.

May God richly bless you, 

Father Gordon Cook, OMI    
Pastor, St. Augustine’s Parish


